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Tour Summary

Our first tour to Kenya and Tanzania in 2015 was successful beyond any expectations and no
short introduction could do justice to just how much so. It is, however, worth stating that we
broke the record for the number of species seen on this particular tour and that included several
tantalising  species,  like  Hinde's  Babbler,  Sharpe's  Longclaw,  Vulturine  Guineafowl,  Oriole
Finch,  Steel-blue  Whydah,  Grey-headed  Silverbill,  Taveta  Golden  Weaver,  Karamoja  Apalis
Grey-crested Helmetshrike, Beesley's Lark, Red-throated Tit, Yellow-collared Tit, Somali Courser
and a host of brightly coloured barbets, bee-eaters, rollers and kingfishers. And let's not forget
the incredible encounters we had with Africa's big game, not least of which was our sighting of a
mother Leopard and her tiny cubs on Mt Kenya! Read on for more...

The first morning of our East African adventure certainly set the pace for the following few
days: something akin to the speed and direction of a whirlwind for most of us, I suspect. This was
especially true for those who hadn't even set foot in Africa before! 

Overwhelming numbers and variety aside, however, there were only a few crucial birds to
see that morning and all of us saw them well. Furthermore, all of them came from the grounds of
Ngare  Sero  Lodge,  and  included  such  delights  as  African  Pygmy  Kingfisher,  Taveta  Golden
Weaver, Brown-hooded Kingfisher, Red-throated Twinspot, Mountain Wagtail, African Black Duck
(ok, maybe not in the delightful category but much appreciated!), Red-backed Mannikin, White-
eared Barbet and Silvery-cheeked Hornbill. A superb start, though it's also worth mentioning at this
point that some of us had African Wood Owl as the first species of the tour and even the first
species on their Africa list! 

Moving swiftly on to breakfast after such good birding, I was also pleased to finally have
my whole group in one confined space, where we were able to make formal introductions and to
find a way to differentiate between the three Davids.

After that, we began the journey to Tarangire National Park, stopping regularly for more
great birds, this time including Straw-tailed, Eastern Paradise and Steel-blue Whydahs, two species
of interesting sparrow and a Village Indigobird to boot! Then, at the park gate, we added Ashy



Starling, Von Der Decken's Hornbill and gorgeous Yellow-collared Lovebirds to our list, all around
our lunch table. Post-lunch birding was no less exciting as we drove through the park to our lodge,
picking up Yellow-necked and Red-throated Spurfowls, Double-banded Courser, Southern Ground
Hornbill, Red-and-yellow Barbet and a Tawny Eagle devouring prey, among other great species and
our first  big mammals. Birding from the restaurant balcony then gave us Woodland Kingfisher,
Slate-coloured  Boubou,  Black-necked Weaver,  Marico  Sunbird,  Bare-faced Go-away-bird,  Red-
cheeked Cordon-bleu, African Hawk-Eagle and Yellow-breasted Apalis, some of which were seen
while we enjoyed some refreshingly cold beers. 

Needless to say, this all led to active dinner discussions where we were unable to choose a
bird-of-the-day but did manage to complete our healthy day list before free cocktails and screaming
Maasai caused too much distraction.

Day two was spent entirely within the confines of Tarangire National Park, where we added
Red-bellied  Parrot,  Crested  and  Hildebrandt's  Francolins  (roosting  near  the  lodge),  African
Openbill, Secretarybird, Martial Eagle, White-bellied and Buff-crested Bustards (doing its best to
remain hidden behind a termite mound), Long-toed Lapwing, Black-faced Sandgrouse (drinking at
several roadside pools), Verreaux's Eagle Owl,  Blue-cheeked Bee-eater,  Abyssinian Scimitarbill,
Flappet Lark (in display), Yellow-billed Oxpecker, Purple Grenadier and Pangani Longclaw to our
ever-burgeoning list and had our first of many close encounters with African Elephant, as well as
our only sighting of Cheetah! This was all, of course, set amid the vast, Baobab-studded scenery
that makes this park so stunning a location and so attractive a starting point for big-park Africa - a
superb place! On the third day we awoke to rain showers that continued intermittently throughout
the morning as we made our way slowly out of the park. It didn't seem, however, to negatively
affect the number of sightings we had and, in fact, was probably the very reason we saw some of
the activity that we did, including a pair of Bat-eared Foxes that were seen resting on higher ground
outside their den. I know they were not out there as a result of their interest in us, after all, it took
every kind of noise creatable to get just one glance - scratching our leather seat covers was the noise
that eventually worked! Our first Spotted Hyena was also seen that morning, probably also on its
way to somewhere drier and quieter!  A single lioness with a youngish cub tipped the scale for
mammal of the day, however, but it really was the birds that stole the show again; mostly because
we had just begun recognizing a fair number of them! Still, new sightings involved two woodpecker
species in rapid succession and a very cooperative Red-chested Cuckoo at the park gate. A lesser
Masked 



Weaver at  close range too was much appreciated by those beginning their  studies of this  often
confusing group.
From  the  gate,  we  drove  almost  uninterrupted  to  the  hills  above  Lake  Manyara:  almost
uninterrupted  because  we  did  stop  for  our  first  Purple  Roller  of  the  tour  and  an  Abyssinian
Wheatear near our lunch stop.

After lunch we were, however, forced to make several stops, as we soon reached the outer
slopes of the almighty Ngorongoro Crater and a brand new habitat with an entirely different suite of
birds. This was not before a quick look at some Speke's Weaver colonies near some bus stops, that
is. A misty drive up the crater sides was a little frustrating but we soon found ourselves perched on
the rim of the crater, peering through gaps in the ever-moving low cloud. The temperature had
changed significantly too by that point and I do remember a brief moment when we seemed to have
a cloth-laden Maasai in our midst. We moved along the crater rim next and I was astounded to have
an Abyssinian Crimsonwing as the first bird seen, and seen well! Not much else came from that
drive though, but we were more than compensated with the views from our spectacularly-appointed
lodge a little while later and a great set of new birds right there in the grounds, the best of which
were  Cape  Robin  Chat,  Hunter's  Cisticola,  Mountain  Yellow Warbler,  Eastern  Double-collared
Sunbird and some confiding Red-rumped Swallows.

Thankfully, the previous night's free cocktails had little effect and the only descent we made
was into the magnificent and much-anticipated crater floor; not that we were in a particular hurry to
reach it though. The forest and scrub cloaking the inner slopes of the crater just had too many
special birds to pass up. This, of course, meant that we had a few species to find before reaching the
bottom but I know the cisticolas were well worth the delay for most of us, being that they were the
most  talked  about  family  on  the  tour,  and  all.  Singing,  Red-faced  and  Lyne's  Cisticolas  aside
though, it was the Golden-winged Sunbirds and African Green Pigeons that added the most color
before we were finally blown away by the crater floor's collapsing views and giant herds of game.
Cape  Buffalo  were  the  first  to  be  sighted  of  the  latter  but,  fortunately,  remained  numerous
throughout the day since that first sighting had to wait while we handed Commonwealth David his
first Rosy-throated Longclaw. And a Rufous-naped Lark for added confusion. Thereafter there was
a string of choices over what to look at first. Grey-crowned Cranes, Kori Bustards, Abdim's Storks,
Lion, male and female Zebra (thanks Mike!), giant bull African Elephants, Black Rhinocerous and
herd after herd of antelope were all obvious choices whilst Wire-tailed Swallow, Black-crowned
Tchagra and Black-chested Snake Eagle also took their turn in due course. All before lunch! Which
in itself saw big numbers of lesser-photographed but nonetheless fascinating, mammals!  

For the afternoon, we made a leisurely retreat to the lodge, driving by shimmering masses of
flamingoes and via the Hippo Pools, where we sorted through giant flocks of swallows and another
crowd-pleasing set of cisticolas and warblers. 



Back on the crater rim and at the lodge with plenty of daylight left, we enjoyed more spectacular
and unbeatable views whilst  adding a few more goodies, including Brown-backed Woodpecker,
Brown-headed  Apalis,  Tacazze  Sunbird  and  the  equally  spectacular  African  Emerald  Cuckoo;
definitely never done justice in any field guides.  Equally sparkling beers then followed, in  the
company of dancing Maasai, of course, and another eventful check listing session. 

On day five, some of us were rewarded for an early morning start with great looks at a
Montane Nightjar. A good start indeed and a prelude to the rest of the day's birding, as we soon set
upon the longish journey to the unequalled Serengeti, via the Oldupai Gorge. Our first sightings of
Oriole Finch were welcomed, as were our encounters with Brown Parisoma and Eastern Mountain
Greenbul  (all  along  the  crater  rim)  though  it  was  returning  to  lower  elevations  that  many
appreciated  more,  I  think.  Not  just  for  a  change  in  scenery  but  for  the  fact  that  we  began
encountering birds with which we had become familiar in Tarangire. Then again, we were soon,
albeit  briefly,  looking  at  host  of  new  birds  at  Oldupai,  including  Southern  Grosbeak  Canary,
Malachite Sunbird, Red-fronted Barbet, Red-fronted Tinkerbird and Eastern Violet-backed Sunbird,
all of which came screaming in to my recording of 'Pearly'. 

The fascination with Oldupai (with a 'P', if you missed that) wasn't restricted to birds, of
course, and it's worthy of mention in its own right. With a very significant history that includes each
and every one of us and a great view to boot, one of the group very aptly referred to it as a place
with a special magic.

At the Naabi entrance gate to Serengeti National Park, we braved the crowds for a spot of
birding where we picked up our only Little Weaver of the tour and a few other newbies like Black-
lored Babbler, Buff-bellied Warbler and Blackfaced Waxbill before we were confined to the car in a
deluge that was to last until Moses eventually made it back from the mountain of bureaucracy that
is a National Park system in Tanzania.

The rain cleared before we reached another spectacularly located lodge, where sunset over
the  plains  and  more  cold  beers  were  accompanied  by  views  of  Grey-breasted  Spurfowl  and
thousands of wildebeest making their way south.

We departed camp for our first full day in the Serengeti with a handful of targets in our
sights but way more Middle Easterners in our path. Fortunately, things cleared up not long after and
we were soon able to stop in a section of woodland close to camp for another session with 'Pearly'.
And what perfect timing and positioning it was too, since a couple of Red-throated Tits were among
the first birds to come in! In fact, I think our success was so rapid that the Tsetse Flies weren't even
given enough time to descend upon us.

The theme of playing Pearl-spotted Owlet and seeing great birds (sometimes concurrently!)
continued for the rest of the day and indeed the following one, so we racked up a great list of avian
specials during our time in the Serengeti. Karamoja Apalis, Tanzanian Red-billed Hornbill, Fischer's
Lovebird, Grey-capped Social Weaver, Woolly-necked Stork, Saddle-billed Stork (placed a few 



meters from the vehicle, for Mike's benefit!), Greater Painted-snipe, Tanzanian Red-billed Hornbill,
Red-footed Falcon, Grey Kestrel, Golden-backed Weaver, Lappet-faced Vulture, Swahili Sparrow,
Orange-breasted Bushshrike and Temminck's Courser were among the highlights of these but were
by no means the best sightings we had in the park. After all, the Serengeti has become infamous for
its great mammal-watching and some of our most indelible memories include creatures of a furry
kind. Two Leopards, one kilometer apart and one with dinner his tree, were undoubted favourites,
whilst several Lion sightings, innumerable antelope and, of course, the great migration spectacle
were equally memorable for most of us. Not to mention our encounters with Hyrax at lunch times
and galagos in camp after dinner! Another highly successful visit to the park.

One bird, however, continued to worry me through its absenteeism. It's not that I expected
Grey-crested Helmetshrike to give up easily as it seldom does. But did we really have to wait until
the drive out of the park to bag it? Indeed, that's exactly what we had to do but at least it made our
otherwise  sad  departure  feel  like  a  well-timed  one.  Gibb's  Farm  on  the  outer  slopes  of  the
Ngorongoro crater had, after all, begun to beckon from a distance, with its set of great new birds
and cooler weather; and over-the-top luxurious accommodation, of course! In fact, two flat tires
couldn't even stop us that morning, and it was birding as usual after our superb lunch in the seat of
said luxury. A short walk up the hill it was, but a welcome change after all the time spent in the
vehicle and an opportunity to track down several shyer forest species that would have been difficult
to see from the Land Cruiser. Black-fronted Bushshrike was amongst the first of such species to fall
and our list rapidly grew in number thereafter with the addition of White-tailed Blue Flycacther,
African Paradise Flycatcher, Green-backed Honeybird, Thick-billed Seedeater, Abyssinian Thrush,
Narina Trogon, Moustached Tinkerbird and Grey Cuckooshrike.  Then,  as if  that  wasn't  a great
enough finish to the day, we sat down to some cold beers in the lush gardens while I called in the
first Bronzy Sunbird of the tour! Evening saw some of us taking 'selfies' with a bushbaby but no
Barn Owl.

Breakfast at Gibb's at 06:30 was another sumptuous affair but I somehow managed to coax
everyone from the table for our long drive to the next leg of our journey, Kenya! It was a really long
drive though and I'm sure that, at some point, some of you were beginning to resent said forced
departure from Gibb's, even with the knowledge of what lay ahead. Fortunately,  I pulled some
White-fronted Bee-eaters out of a hat, just north of Arusha and we were back in spirit for a trudge
around the hot fields south of the border, known as Lark Plains. Our target there was Beeseley's
Lark, which didn't behave all that well but was at least accompanied by some very cooperative Athi
Short-toed and Short-tailed Larks, before we made another attempt at getting receipts in the town
nearby. Not the most eventful or frustrating thing we had to accomplish that day, however, and it
won't be soon before I forget the experience we subsequently had at the border post. Torrential rain
had us parked meters from our new vehicle and driver without much to do about it, until we came
up with the idea to make the transfer under  the shelter  of a nearby gas station.  Then,  after  an



emotional farewell  to Moses, we found ourselves back in the deluge, fighting our way through
passport control where faulty cameras and silly questions lead to more than a little laughter and
cursing. One half of the process was at least coming to an end.

On the other side of the newly built but no-less-chaotic border, we found ourselves deep in
mud (well, some of us anyway) and close to arrest (again, some of us) for upsetting an officious
local  policeman  with  our  apparent  attempts  to  photograph  a  more  than  chaotic  dump.  Oh,
somewhere in all this there were yellow forms and some Aussies who were almost left behind.

We raced to the gates at Amboseli National Park, picking up Fischer's Starling along the way
and arriving at our lodge with plenty of time to admire the views of 'Kili' nearby. 

Amboseli holds special attraction for its large population of elephant and the superior views
of  Mount  Kilimanjaro  that  it  provides  on  days  with  favourable  weather.  Having  seen  several
elephants already, we were obviously more wowed by the views (and the fact that we had picked
one of the right weather days to come!) It wasn't long, however, until we set our sights upon smaller
attractions that the park had to offer. The arid habitats and expansive wetlands of the park were,
after all, the first of their kind that we were to visit on our tour and therefore held a selection of
news birds to 'tick off'. Besides, we were able to enjoy the view and the birding at the same time! 

Grabbing Crimson-rumped Waxbill just before leaving the lodge grounds was a bonus but
our first real treat was a flock of male Zanzibar Red Bishops: not a species I had guaranteed by any
means.  Thereafter,  further  desired  species  fell,  including  Intermediate  Egret,  Cape  Teal,  Ashy
Cisticola,  Parrot-billed Sparrow, Grey Wren-Warbler,  Fan-tailed Widowbird,  Taita  Fiscal,  Rosy-
patched Bushshrike, Northern Crombec, White-browed Sparrow-Weaver, Collared Pratincole and
Spur-winged Lapwing.  Bonus  sightings  included  a  Brown Snake Eagle,  several  more  Kittlitz's
Plovers, Isabelline and Northern Wheatears, Common Whitethroat and numerous male Beautiful
Sunbirds. The view from the lookout won't go without mention either but it was immediately after
our visit there that we decided to escape the heat by retreating to the cool surrounds of the lodge.
There, most of us began our afternoon with a battle of the primates but managed to retain our lunch,
while others took a nap or a stroll around the lodge grounds, meeting up with the rest of for short
drive before sunset, whereupon we managed to find more lions for our list, a bunch of swamp-
frolicking elephants and a few waders but not much more. A short sunset stroll around the lodge
grounds then  produced views  of  Slender-tailed  Nightjar  (flying  around the  floodlights  and our
heads) and a magnificent Serval which sauntered through the grasslands nearby.
 The early morning mist saw some of us back at the edge of the fence, hoping to gather up a
few last sightings for the park, pre-breakfast and departure. In that vein we found two very distant
Marsh Owls but probably enjoyed watching the returning flocks of Black-crowned Night Heron and
the final moments to soak up the view more. It was not long after that we departed on one of the
longest  drives  of  the journey,  through the park to the north eastern gate,  north to  Nairobi  and



onwards to the slopes of Mount Kenya. Not a completely uneventful drive, we were able to marvel
at the scenery and the different pace at which Kenyan lives move. We also managed to squeeze in
some birding though most of it came from the Mt Kenya area itself. Highlights of these birding
stops included our second group of Temminck's Coursers (just outside Amboseli), Hinde's Babbler
(after a short but typically difficult search and another run in with security personnel!), Pin-tailed
Whydah,  Yellow-rumped  Tinkerbird,  Scaly  Francolin,  Hartlaub's  Turaco,  Black  Sparrowhawk,
Sharpe's Starling, Bronze Mannikin and Western Citril. 

Amazingly, after all that driving and some really productive birding, we still arrived at the
lodge with daylight to spare, allowing us a moment to take in and enjoy the great location we were
to call home for two nights, as well as a few delightful birds like Red-fronted Parrot and scores of
migrating  Eurasian  Hobby.  Darkness  brought  with  it  new  sights  as  we  sat  on  the  balcony,
overlooking the floodlit waterhole and a pair of Large-spotted Genets on a feeder nearby. 

Some of us were lucky enough to spot a female Leopard and one of her cubs during the
night, as well as the resident Verreaux's Eagle Owls and antelope. The night was otherwise very
peaceful, especially in contrast to the busy nights we had seen in larger lodges further south. We
enjoyed the  peace  in  the  lodge  beyond breakfast,  birding  and  photographing from the  various
lookouts,  but  soon answered the  call  to  explore  the  forests  around us  on  foot.  There,  passing
through several mixed flocks, we were able to further boost our list with goodies like Grey Apalis,
Northern  Double-collared  Sunbird,  Brown-chested  Alethe,  White-tailed  Crested  Flycatcher,
Mountain Oriole, Kikuyu White-eye, Grey-headed Nigrita, White-starred Robin, Placid Greenbul
and White-bellied Tit before sipping brandy and tea at a makeshift forest cafe. More birding from
the  balcony followed  lunch  and  that  in  turn  was  succeeded  by a  stroll  around  the  immediate
surrounds of the lodge. Combined, both shifts added Buff-throated Apalis, Ruppell's Robin Chat,
Black-throated Apalis and Ayre's Hawk Eagle to our sightings list, along with further sightings of
Suni.

Another early morning vigil from the lookout added a few species and last views of several
species were never to see again but we could never have guessed that our real farewell would be
lying just a short way down the road, a short while later. We had packed our bags (eventually) and
only just begun our journey for the day when we rounded the corner to see two tiny leopard cubs
bounding over each other in the road ahead of us. Knowing that the mother was sure to be nearby,
we crept forward only moments after they disappeared into the forest undergrowth, only to find
ourselves confronted with the sight of a magnificent female Leopard, transfixed on our vehicle, lit
only by the dappled light that was filtering through the dense foliage above. We stared one another
down for brief but eternally memorable moment before she slunk off into the darkness, two cubs in
tow. Magic!

Finding birds seemed a sure way to make the quality of the sightings decline for the rest of
the day but we were soon to leave montane forest for good so I had to do what I could. In that



urgency, we found our final hornbill of the tour (Crowned), Golden-breasted Bunting and Black
Cuckoo-shrike, adding nicely to the haul of sightings from the last few days on Mt Kenya. 

We then began to descend from the forested slopes of Mt Kenya into the agricultural fields
and grasslands of its lower slopes and, ultimately, into the hot, dry savannas in the surrounding
valleys. During our time in the grasslands we managed great views of both Jackson's and Long-
tailed Widowbirds, Dusky Turtle Dove and some drinking African Quailfinches furthermore. In the
dry lower lying areas we stopped in some Euphorbia woodland for Boran Cisticola and a handful of
birds along the road to the Shaba Reserve entrance gate, including our first Somali and White-
throated Bee-eaters. This took us to a late lunch at our lodge in Shaba, followed by a short siesta
and a late afternoon drive through the reserve. Highlights on the drive included a sizeable flock of
seed-eaters that included several breeding-plumaged male Steel-blue Whydahs and a handful of
Grey-headed Silverbills, our first of many Hunter's Sunbirds, Blue-naped Mousebird, Black Stork,
Pink-breasted Lark, Golden-breasted ('Macaw') Starling, Magpie Starling, Cut-throat Finch, African
Silverbill and the dazzling Grevy's Zebra! 

Bristle-crowned Starlings joined us in the restaurant again, this time for breakfast, and so
some of us were already catching up with new birds before the birding day had officially begun. A
great way to start the day and the start of a pattern that would carry on, for it was around our lunch
and dinner table that we would tick more new birds and mammals, later in the day. But more about
that later. Our drive from Shaba to Buffalo Springs was punctuated by stops for our only Shining
Sunbird  of  the  tour,  a  very  cooperative  Klaas's  Cuckoo,  Donaldson  Smith's  Sparrow-Weaver,
Brown-tailed Rock Chat (in lava fields near the Shaba gate), Somali Courser, Dodson's Bulbul,
Acacia  Tit,  Eurasian  Hoopoe,  Eastern  Imperial  Eagle  and  the  star  of  the  show...Vulturine
Guineafowl! At our lodge inside Buffalo Springs, sightings around the restaurant during lunch and
dinner included our first White-headed Mousebird, Golden Palm Weaver, Black-throated Barbet,
Rufous Chatterer and Common Genet, whilst a short afternoon drive nearby gave us Pygmy Batis
and Northern Brownbul as new additions.  

We travelled  through much  of  the  Buffalo  Springs  National  Reserve  and into  Samburu
National Reserve for the penultimate full day of our tour, enjoying several repeat sightings of birds,
characteristic of the arid habitats there, including Vulturine Guineafowl, and a handful of great new
species for the trip. Top of the 'trip list birds' were Black-bellied Sunbird, Hooded Vulture, Somali
Ostrich,  Red-winged  Lark,  Pale  Prinia,  Red-fronted  Warbler,  Bare-eyed  Thrush,  Black-capped
Social Weaver and Somali Bunting, whilst mammal highlights included several herds of Reticulated
Giraffe. 

The long drive to Lake Nakuru National Park, unfortunately, did not begin with a sighting of
Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse. It did, however, begin with a sighting of Red-necked Falcon! One of
these great little raptors was seen perched in a roadside tree, only moments after our departure from
the lodge in Buffalo Springs - a great send off by any account! This was followed shortly after by



good looks at Yellow-crowned Canary, in some higher elevation agricultural fields, and Greater
Blue-eared Starling,  in towns nearby.  A rough shortcut  then provided us  with some distraction
(along with a brief sighting of Long-billed Pipit), before we pulled up to a roadside cliff where a
Cape Eagle Owl and a colony of Holub's Golden Weavers were bagged without any trouble at all.
Then it  was a long haul to Lake Nakuru, through deluges of rain and several patches of urban
sprawl, much of which was right on the outskirts of the National Park itself. Thankfully, it wasn't
super long until we were driving around the park, seeing our first new birds of the trip, including
Common Scimitarbill and a pair of reactionary Mocking Cliff Chats. Checklist followed at the bar,
where we were amused to find that the sighting of all new species was to come with a celebratory
"Boom!", albeit sometimes delayed.

A pretty relaxed morning's stroll saw in the new dawn and the early morning of our final day
together  but  not  an  unsuccessful  one  by  any means.  Further  views  of  Purple  Grenadier  were
enjoyed, while Northern Puffback and African Thrush put in their first appearances. An equally
relaxed drive around the park also proved worthwhile when we found two very excitable flocks of
White-crested Helmetshrike, Pale Flycatcher, Curlew Sandpiper, several White Rhino, Rothchild's
Giraffe and a scatterings of both flamingo species. 

Bidding farewell to two members of the group, we found ourselves low in group numbers
but with a high enough bird tally to have a real chance of breaking the record for the tour. We set off
in good spirits and before we knew it, we were adding a very unlikely but welcome Lesser Jacana,
Yellow-billed Duck and Red-knobbed Coot,  moments before setting off in search of the highly
localized Sharpe's Longclaw. The longclaw fell rather rapidly but, although we were fairly certain
of our success in breaking the record at that point, we wanted to make extra sure of our victory so
we wasted no time in heading to some ponds near Limuru town where we at least added Southern
Pochard to the final tally. A good thing too, because the latest counts put us just a few species ahead
of the previous record and even less above the group that was just behind us! But who's counting
anyway?

With that,  it  was  time to  bid farewell  to  one  another  and to  conclude an exceptionally
successful and thoroughly enjoyable tour to East Africa with Rockjumper!

Photo Credits: All photos taken, on tour, by Rich Lindie.



Annotated Checklist of Birds Recorded
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC 5.2 List of: Gill, F. and Donsker, D (Eds). 2015.

Total species and forms recorded: 522 (including 8 heard only)

Key to abbreviations

ET - Endemic to Tanzania
EK - Endemic to Kenya
I - Introduced
(H) - Heard Only

Ostriches   Struthionidae
Common Ostrich Struthio camelus
Commonly encountered in most reserves and national parks.
Somali Ostrich Struthio molybdophanes
Seen in Buffalo Springs only.

Ducks, Geese and Swans   Anatidae
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata
Amboseli and Limuru only.
Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis
Ngorongoro Crater and Amboseli.
[Knob-billed] (Comb) Duck                          Sarkidiornis melanotos
Seen during our drive from Arusha to Tarangire.
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca
Recorded almost daily. 
Cape Teal Anas capensis
A few seen in Ngorongoro Crater.
African Black Duck Anas sparsa
Just over a handful seen at Ngare Sero Lodge, on the first morning of the tour.
Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata
Kinangop Plateau and Limuru, both on the last day of the tour.
Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha
Ngorongoro and Amboseli.
Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota
Hippo Pools, Ngorongoro Crater only.
Southern Pochard                                           Netta erythrophthalma
At least one at Limuru Ponds.

Guineafowl   Numididae
Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris
Common and widespread.
Vulturine Guineafowl Acryllium vulturinum
Without a doubt, a major highlight of our visit to Buffalo Springs and one of the favorite birds of 
the trip. 

Pheasants and allies   Phasianidae
Coqui Francolin Peliperdix coqui



Seen well in Tarangire and Serengeti national parks. 
Crested Francolin Dendroperdix sephaena
First seen in Tarangire, where it was fairly common. 
Hildebrandt's Francolin Pternistis hildebrandti
A pair were seen near to the Sopa Lodge restaurant in Tarangire and several others were seen in
wooded areas around the Ngorongoro Crater.
Yellow-necked Spurfowl Pternistis leucoscepus
Commonly recorded at most reserves.
Scaly Francolin                                              Pternistis squamatus
At least two pairs were seen during our time on the slopes of Mt Kenya.
Grey-breasted Spurfowl (ET) Pternistis rufopictus
As expected, only recorded in, and near, woodland in the Serengeti.
Red-necked Spurfowl Pternistis afer
Common in Tarangire National Park.
Harlequin Quail Coturnix delegorguei
We had TWO sightings of the same individual during one of our drives in the Serengeti – only
because I leaped out of the vehicle to flush it the second time for those who had missed it the first
time.

Grebes    Podicipedidae
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
Recorded on three days of the tour, with sightings in the Ngorongoro Crater and at Limuru, for
example.

Flamingos   Phoenicopteridae
Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus
Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti & Lake Nakuru.
Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor
Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti & Lake Nakuru. 

Storks   Ciconiidae
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis
Several seen in Tarangire and Serengeti national parks.
African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus
Silale Swamp, Tarangire National Park.
Black Stork Ciconia nigra
One seen during our afternoon drive in Shaba National Reserve.
Abdim's Stork Ciconia abdimii
Seen in large numbers during our day in Ngorongoro.
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus
A handful seen in Serengeti National Park.
White Stork Ciconia ciconia
Several individuals and loose flocks in and around Serengeti National Park.
Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis
Unforgettably close views in the Serengeti, followed by several sightings in Amboseli and Lake
Nakuru national parks. Mike's bird-of-the-trip?
Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer
Commonly seen at most sites. 

Ibises, Spoonbills   Threskiornithidae
African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus



Common at several water bodies. 
Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash
Commonly encountered. 
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
Also common at several water bodies. 
African Spoonbill Platalea alba
Small numbers present at most suitable wetlands in Kenya.

Herons, Bitterns   Ardeidae
Black-crowned Night Heron                         Nycticorax nycticorax
Large numbers seen at dawn and dusk around Ol Tukai Lodge, Amboseli.
Striated Heron Butorides striata
Singles at Ngare Sero Lodge, Sarova Shaba Lodge and Samburu Simba Lodge. 
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides
Several sites, including Amboseli, where they were common.
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
Commonly seen in large numbers at most sites. So I'm told.
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Relatively common at most water bodies. 
Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala
Seen almost daily.
Goliath Heron Ardea goliath
Great views in Amboseli National Park. 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
Ngorongoro Crater (Hippo Pools) and Amboseli National Park.
Great Egret Ardea alba
Small numbers present at several wetlands, mostly in Kenya.
Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia
Not uncommon at Amboseli National Park.
Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Lake Nakuru only.

Hamerkop   Scopidae
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta
Singles and small groups seen almost daily in Tanzania.

Pelicans   Pelecanidae
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus
Ngorongoro Crater, Amboseli & Lake Nakuru. 
Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens
A handful, Lake Nakuru.

Cormorants, Shags   Phalacrocoracidae
Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus
Common at several large water bodies.
White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus
Large numbers at Lake Nakuru.

Anhingas, Darters   Anhingidae
African Darter Anhinga rufa
Amboseli only. 



Secretarybird   Sagittariidae
Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius
Seen at all sites with suitable habitat but always appreciated. 

Kites, Hawks and Eagles   Accipitridae
Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus
Recorded almost daily in Tanzania, one sighting in Kenya. 
African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus
First sighted on Mt Kenya.
Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus
A handful near Samburu Lodge only! 
White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus
Commonly encountered, throughout the tour.
Rüppell's Vulture Gyps rueppelli
Several sites, including Tarangire, Serengeti and Samburu.
White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis
Tarangire National Park only.
Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos
Seen up close and on numerous occasions in all Tanzanian parks and in Amboseli. 
Black-chested Snake Eagle Circaetus pectoralis
Several sightings of both perched and flying individuals, in both Tanzania and Kenya.
Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus
Just one individual in Amboseli National Park.
Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus
Commonly encountered throughout the tour. 
Crowned Eagle Stephanoaetus coronatus
Seen in flight at several sites, including Mt Kenya.
Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus
Perched adults and juveniles seen in Tarangire, Serengeti and Buffalo Springs.
Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis
Several seen at close range in Ngorongoro, Mt Kenya and Nakuru parks. 
Lesser Spotted Eagle Clanga pomarina
At least one seen well in Buffalo Springs.
Wahlberg's Eagle Hieraaetus wahlbergi
Seen well in Tarangire. 
Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus
A few seen in Ngorongoro Crater.
Ayres's Hawk-Eagle Hieraaetus ayresii
Seen by some, from the lookout at Mountain Lodge, Kenya.
Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax
Recorded on most days.
Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis
One seen in the Serengeti, flying near the male Leopard.
Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca
One seen in flight over Buffalo Springs – my second sighting here but still a very good record.
African Hawk-Eagle Aquila spilogaster
Recorded on five days, including the first in Tarangire.
Lizard Buzard Kaupifalco monogrammicus
One adult seen shortly after we departed from Ngare Sero Lodge, on the first morning of the tour.
Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar



Seen well in Tarangire and the Serengeti.
Dark Chanting Goshawk Melierax metabates
Seen first, and well, in Serengeti.
Eastern Chanting Goshawk Melierax poliopterus
Common at drier sites, like Amboseli.
Shikra Accipiter badius
One adult in Tarangire and a probable youngster in Buffalo Springs.
Black Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucus
Three sightings on our first afternoon on Mt Kenya.
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
Good views of one in Tarangire, near Silale Swamp.
Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus
Several seen in the Serengeti-Ngorongoro area.
Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus
As with the above species.
Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius
Common in urban areas and some picnic sites.
African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer
Common around all larger water bodies.
Common Buzzard Bute buteo
Sighted on 3 days of the tour.
Augur Buzzard Buteo augur
Common at higher elevations.

Bustards   Otididae
Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori
Commonly in Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti and Amboseli. 
White-bellied Bustard Eupodotis senegalensis
Seen at several sites but most common in the Serengeti.
Buff-crested Bustard Lophotis gindiana
First seen, and only seen well, in Tarangire.
Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster
Several seen in the Serengeti and in Ngorongoro.
Hartlaub's Bustard Lissotis hartlaubii
A handful of sightings in the Serangeti. 

Rails, Crakes and Coots   Rallidae
Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra
Seen very well at several sites, including Ngare Sero Lodge and the Serengeti.
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Ngare Sero Lodge and Ngorongoro Crater.
Lesser Moorhen Gallinula angulata
One individual, in Serengeti National Park. 
Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata
Limuru only.

Cranes   Gruidae
Grey Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum
Commonly seen at most sites but never under-appreciated!

Stone-curlews, Thick-knees   Burhinidae



Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus
Tarangire, Amboseli and Buffalo Springs.
Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis
First spotted by Roma on our drive out of Serengeti National Park. 

Stilts, Avocets   Recurvirostridae
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus
Regular at most large water bodies.
Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta
Ngorongoro Crater only. 

Plovers   Charadriidae
Long-toed Lapwing Vanellus crassirostris
Tarangire, Ngorongoro and Amboseli.
Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus
Common in suitable habitat, throughout the tour.
Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus
Seen almost daily in Kenya.
Black-winged Lapwing Vanellus melanopterus
A single sighting, not long after our arrival in Tarangire National Park.
Black-winged Lapwing Vanellus melanopterus
Several sites, including Ngorongoro Crater.
Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus
Common, just about everywhere. 
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
Amboseli and Lake Nakuru.
Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius
Serengeti, Amboseli (very common) and Lake Nakuru. 
Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris
Common at several sites, first seen in Tarangire.

Painted-snipes   Rostratulidae
Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis
A single bird seen at close range in the Serengeti. 

Jacanas   Jacanidae
Lesser Jacana Microparra capensis
A very unexpected bonus given that it had not been recorded on any of our previous K&T tours
AND because it was seen on the Kinangop Plateau.
African Jacana Actophilornis africanus
Most common at Ngare Sero Lodge and in Amboseli.

Sandpipers, Snipes   Scolopacidae
African Snipe Gallinago nigripennis
A handful in one small wetland in the Serengeti.
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Two or three sighted on the Kinangop Plateau.
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis
Tarangire and Lake Nakuru.
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Tarangire, Amboseli and Lake Nakuru.



Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
Small numbers seen around several scattered wetlands.
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
As with the above species.
Little Stint Calidris minuta
First seen in Tarangire, most common at Lake Nakuru.
Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii
Seen by some at Lake Nakuru.
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
Lake Nakuru only.
Ruff Philomachus pugnax
Not uncommon in suitable habitat in Serengeti, Lake Nakuru and Amboseli. 

Coursers, Pratincoles   Glareolidae
Somali Courser Cursorius somalensis
Surprisingly high numbers in Buffalo Springs.
Temminck's Courser Cursorius temminckii
First sighting in the Serengeti, followed by closer birds outside Amboseli National Park.
Double-banded Courser Rhinoptilus africanus
Common and conspicuous at a number of sites, including Amboseli.
Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola
Amboseli only, where they were common.

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers   Laridae
Grey-headed Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus
Ngorongoro Crater & Lake Nakuru. Common at both sites, but always fairly distant.
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica
A handful seen as we were leaving the Serengeti.
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida
Lake Magadi, in Serengeti National Park, and Amboseli. 
White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus
Serengeti, Amboseli and Lake Nakuru (abundant).

Sandgrouse   Pteroclidae
Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles exustus
Lark Plains (first sighting) and Buffalo Springs area (most common).
Yellow-throated Sandgrouse Pterocles gutturalis
Small flocks between the Serengeti and Ngorongoro.
Black-faced Sandgrouse Pterocles decoratus
Particularly common at Tarangire during our stay.

Pigeons, Doves   Columbidae
Rock Dove  (I) Columba livia
Only noted for Arusha.
Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea
Common and widespread.
African Olive Pigeon Columba arquatrix
Distant views along Ngorongoro rim, great views at Gibb's.
Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon Columba delegorguei
Individuals seen near Mountain Lodge waterhole, on two days.
Dusky Turtle Dove Streptopelia lugens



Seen on both journeys along the road between the slopes of Mt Kenya and the Buffalo Springs-
Shaba area. Around Naro Moru, to be specific.
Mourning Collared Dove Streptopelia decipiens
First studied at Naabi Gate, Serengeti.
Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata
Common at all higher elevation forest sites.
Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola
Very common at most sites. 
Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis
First noted at Tarangire. 
Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos
Tarangire, Serengeti and Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.
Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria
Surprisingly seen very well on several occasions and at  several sites, including the Ngare Sero
Lodge gardens.
Namaqua Dove Oena capensis
Tarangire, Amboseli and Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.
African Green Pigeon Treron calvus
Great looks on Ngorongoro rim and in Mt Kenya forests.

Turacos   Musophagidae
Schalow's Turaco Tauraco schalowi
We braved marauding ants to get views of one in the Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge grounds, only to
bump into more during our walk at Gibb's Farm. 
Hartlaub's Turaco Tauraco hartlaubi
One of the first birds we saw upon our arrival at Mt Kenya National Park. Not surprisingly, since I
played a recording almost immediately thereafter. 
Bare-faced Go-away-bird Corythaixoides personatus
Common in Tarangire, less so in the Serengeti. 
White-bellied Go-away-bird Corythaixoides leucogaster
Common in Tarangire, Shaba and Buffalo Springs.  

Cuckoos   Cuculidae
White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus
Seen regularly in both countries.
Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus
A handful seen in total, with sightings from Tarangire, Ngorongoro and Samburu.
Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius
A couple of good sightings in Tarangire.
Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas
We called one in during our morning drive in Shaba.
African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus
We had splendid views of the spectacular bird in the grounds of Ngrorongoro Sopa Lodge.
Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus
We saw the gabonensis form of this species just before we began our search for Beesley's Lark.
Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius
I called one in at the Tarangire entrance gate, on our final morning there.
African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis
One seen well in the Serengeti
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Numerous 'probables' seen in flight or at a distance but we stopped caring after one was seen well



enough to be positively identified! 

Owls   Strigidae
African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis
Brilliant views of a roosting bird in Tarangire, thanks to Moses.
Cape Eagle-Owl Bubo capensis
Thanks to a little local assistance, we were once again able to enjoy close up views of one of these
birds this year. This was during our drive from Buffalo Springs to Lake Nakuru.
Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus
Pairs found on day-roosts in Tarangire, Serengeti, Amboseli and Buffalo Springs. One seen hunting
near the Mountain Lodge waterhole on our first evening there.
African Wood Owl Strix woodfordii
A very responsive pair at Ngare Sero Lodge was the first official sighting of the tour for some of us.
Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum
Thanks to regular use of the call, we saw this species on several occasions.
Marsh Owl Asio capensis
Two seen, but only by a few of us, from Ol Tukai Lodge grounds.

Nightjars   Caprimulgidae
Montane Nightjar Caprimulgus poliocephalus
Good views of a single bird at Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge.
Freckled Nightjar Caprimulgus tristigma
One seen briefly, from the balcony at Tarangire Sopa Lodge.
Slender-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus clarus
Several seen in the grounds of Ol Tukai Lodge, Amboseli.

Swifts   Apodidae
Scarce Swift Schoutedenapus myoptilus
One or two seen above Ngorongoro Crater rim.
Mottled Spinetail Telacanthura ussheri
Small numbers seen near Baobabs in Tarangire National Park.
African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus
Fairly common at most sites visited where palm trees were present.
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba
Serengeti and Amboseli only.
Mottled Swift Tachymarptis aequatorialis
A few in the Serengeti only.
Common Swift Apus apus
Sighted by a few of us only, in Amboseli.
Nyanza Swift Apus niansae
Large numbers seen on one day in the Serengeti.
African Black Swift Apus barbatus
First noted in Tarangire.
Little Swift Apus affinis
Very common but first seen well from Tarangire lodge balcony.
Horus Swift Apus horus
Seen very well north of Arusha, during our drive to Amboseli.
White-rumped Swift Apus caffer
Fairly common at several sites visited. 

Mousebirds   Coliidae



Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus
Seen on most days of the tour.
White-headed Mousebird Colius leucocephalus
Great views from the lodge restaurant in Buffalo Springs.
Blue-naped Mousebird Urocolius macrourus
Seen daily in the Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.

Trogons   Trogonidae
Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina
Two great sightings – one at Gibb's and the other during our walk from mountain Lodge, Mt Kenya.

Rollers   Coraciidae
Purple Roller Coracias naevius
A handful in total, from scattered locations, including the Serengeti.
Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus
Pleasantly common and demonstrative at most sites.
European Roller Coracias garrulus
Common during the first week of the tour.

Kingfishers   Alcedinidae
Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala
Fairly common in drier habitat, first seen at Tarangire.
Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris
Successfully 'twitched' at Ngare Sero Lodge.
Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti
Good looks at a few in Tarangire and Serengeti.
Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis
Fairly common during the first four days of the tour.
African Pygmy Kingfisher Ispidina picta
Also successfully 'twitched' at Ngare Sero Lodge. Great bird!
Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus
Encountered most frequently at Amboseli.
(H) Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima
Unsuccessfull 'twitched' at Nagre Sero. At least we heard it!
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis
Surprisingly scarce during our tour. Nonetheless, seen well at Lake Nakuru.

Bee-eaters   Meropidae
Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus
Common at all low elevation sites.
Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater Merops oreobates
Frequent in higher elevation montane forests, including Mt Kenya.
White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides
North of Arusha (on wires) and Lake Nakuru only.
Somali Bee-eater Merops revoilii
A surprisingly frequent sight during our time in the Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.
White-throated Bee-eater Merops albicollis
Plentiful in the central Kenyan reserves
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus
Only seen at and near Silale Swamp, Tarangire National Park.
European Bee-eater Merops apiaster



Seen on several occasions during the first week of the tour, while many more were heard migrating
overhead thereafter.
 

Hoopoes   Upupidae
Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops
Buffalo Springs only.
African Hoopoe Upupa africana
Good sightings in Tarangire and Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.

Wood Hoopoes   Phoeniculidae
Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus
Small flocks in Serengeti and Lake Nakuru.
Grant's Wood Hoopoe  (EK) Phoeniculus granti
Shaba and Buffalo Springs only.
Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas
Prolonged looks at Lake Nakuru.
Abyssinian Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus minor
Great looks in Tarangire National Park.

Ground Hornbills   Bucorvidae
Southern Ground Hornbill Bucorvus leadbeateri
Several pleasing encounters in Tarangire.  

Hornbills   Bucerotidae
Tanzanian Red-billed Hornbill  (ET) Tockus ruahae
As expected, only seen in the Serengeti, where we had a handful of encounters.
Northern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus
Not uncommon in Tarangire, Shaba and Buffalo Springs.
Von der Decken's Hornbill Tockus deckeni
Seen almost daily.
Eastern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus flavirostris
Great close-ups in Shaba and Samburu. Definitely worth renaming as Banana-billed Hornbill or just
Bananabill. 
Crowned Hornbill Tockus alboterminatus
One very cooperative bird, along the road out of Mt Kenya National Park.
African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus
Seen almost daily in Tanzania, only on one day in Kenya.
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill Bycanistes brevis
Unbeatable views at Ngare Sero Lodge.

African Barbets   Lybiidae
White-eared Barbet Stactolaema leucotis
Seen by the whole group at Ngare Sero Lodge.  
Moustached Tinkerbird Pogoniulus leucomystax
One close-up during our walk at Gibb's.
Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniulus bilineatus
First bumped into during our Hinde's Babbler search, common thereafter on Mt Kenya.
Red-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus pusillus
Great looks at one that came in to 'Pearly' at Oldupai. 
Red-fronted Barbet Tricholaema diademata
Also seen well at Oldupai but recorded elsewhere too.



Black-throated Barbet Tricholaema melanocephala
One individual seen from the lodge restaurant in Buffalo Springs.
White-headed Barbet Lybius leucocephalus
Two seen from the balcony of Tarangire Sopa Lodge, another seen at Lake Nakuru campsite.
Red-and-yellow Barbet Trachyphonus erythrocephalus
Much-admired in Tarangire, Amboseli and Shaba-Buffalo Springs area. 
D'Arnaud's Barbet Trachyphonus darnaudii
Tarangire, Amboseli and Buffalo Springs.
[Usambiro Barbet] Trachyphonus d. usambiro
Serengeti only, as expected. 
Note: this sub-species is considered a full species by some authorities, not including the I.O.C. 

Honeyguides   Indicatoridae
Green-backed Honeybird Prodotiscus zambesiae
I was surprised to find this species at Gibb's but, needless to say, very pleased since it was our only
honeyguide sighting!
(H) Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator
Unfortunately, we only heard this species (in Tarangire).

Woodpeckers   Picidae
Nubian Woodpecker Campethera nubica
First seen, and seen most often, in Tarangire.
Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni
Singles seen at Ngare Sero and in Tarangire.
Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens
First seen coming in to 'Pearly' in the Serengeti.
Bearded Woodpecker Dendropicos namaquus
Part of a trio of woodpecker species we saw on our drive out of Tarangire. Also seen at Gibb's (!)
and in Shaba.
African Grey Woodpecker Dendropicos goertae
One sighting in the Serengeti.
Eastern Grey Woodpecker Dendropicos spodocephalus
Tarangire & Ngorongoro Crater. 

Caracaras, Falcons   Falconidae
Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus
At least 20 sightings in total, mostly scattered between Tarangire, Amboseli and the Shaba-Buffalo
Springs area.
Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni
Significant numbers in the Serengeti.
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Also seen in the Serengeti but common thereafter too.
Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides
One in Tarangire only. 
Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus
One individual seen on two separate days in the Serengeti.
Red-necked Falcon Falco chiquera
A great little bird and a very welcome farewell upon our departure from Samburu Simba, just sitting
there beside the road!
Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus
One in the Serengeti caught me off guard but shall never again!



Amur Falcon Falco amurensis
A single female along the road in front of Serengeti Sopa Lodge.
Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo
Impressive numbers seen migrating over Mountain Lodge.
Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus
Great looks at a perched bird near our lodge in Buffalo Springs.
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Our first of four sightings of this great bird was one of the first sightings of the tour – just outside
Arusha

Parrots   Psittacidae
Fischer's Lovebird  (ET) Agapornis fischeri
Daily sightings in the Seronera area of the Serengeti.
(Note:  Records of  this  species  from Rwanda,  Burundi  and Kenya all  refer  to  feral  populations,  so this  species  is
technically an Endemic of Tanzania)
Yellow-collared Lovebird  (ET) Agapornis personatus
Very common in Tarangire, especially around the entrance gate where their brilliance added a real
splash of colour to the otherwise drab surroundings!
Red-fronted Parrot Poicephalus gulielmi
Seen in flight and perched but daily around Mt Kenya. 
Meyer's Parrot Poicephalus meyeri
Tarangire and Serengeti only.
Red-bellied Parrot Poicephalus rufiventris
Common in Tarangire, Shaba and Buffalo Springs.

Wattle-eyes, Batises   Platysteiridae
Chinspot Batis Batis molitor
Common in forest around Mountain Lodge but first seen in the Serengeti.
Pygmy Batis Batis perkeo
A handful in the Shaba-Buffalo Springs area, much to the relief of those who missed it the first
time!

Helmetshrikes   Prionopidae
White-crested Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus
Two very responsive flocks seen in Lake Nakuru National Park – a real hit!
Grey-crested Helmetshrike Prionops poliolophus
This species remained our final major target in the Serengeti until just before we were about to
leave their habitat for good, making it a relief sighting as much as one of elation. Such 'funky' birds
and a very scarce species - talk about an eleventh hour find!

Bushshrikes   Malaconotidae
(H) Grey-headed Bushshrike Malaconotus blanchoti
Unfortunately, we only heard this species (near Samburu Lodge).
Black-fronted Bushshrike Chlorophoneaus nigrifrons
Great views of at least one individual during our walk at Gibb's.
Orange-breasted Bushshrike Chlorophoneaus sulfureopectus
Yet again, the grounds of the Serengeti Sopa Lodge came up trumps for me with this species.
Rosy-patched Bushshrike Telophorus cruentus
A striking dry-country species that was, accordingly, only seen in Amboseli,  Shaba and Buffalo
Springs.
Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis



Several chance sightings, including one near Ngare Sero Lodge and another from the balcony at
Tarangire Sopa Lodge.
Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus
I called in one of these during our morning pee break in the Ngorongoro Crater.
Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla
Strangely, only seen on two occasions. Once at Ngare Sero, once in the Serengeti.
Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis
The first bird most of us saw on our morning in the Lake Nakuru lodge grounds.
Slate-colored Boubou Laniarius funebris
Seen sneaking in to the call of 'Pearly' on several occasions.
Tropical Boubou Laniarius major
Common and widespread, with a call that most of us even managed to remember!
Brubru Nilaus afer
Numerous sightings, often as a result of ‘Pearly’. 

Cuckooshrikes   Campephagidae
Grey Cuckooshrike Coracina caesia
Good looks at Gibb's Farm and Mount Kenya. 
Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava
At least one female seen on our final morning on Mt Kenya.

Shrikes   Laniidae
Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus
Commonly seen in Tanzania.
Northern White-crowned Shrike Eurocephalus ruppelli
Common in Tanzania.
Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio
Good numbers seen throughout the tour.
Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor
A handful of sightings in Tanzania but seen daily in Kenya.
Grey-backed Fiscal Lanius excubitoroides
Serengeti and Lake Nakuru only.
Long-tailed Fiscal Lanius cabanisi
Small groups in Tarangire, Amboseli and during drives between various reserves and parks.
Taita Fiscal Lanius dorsalis
Amboseli and the dry central Kenyan reserves.
Northern Fiscal Lanius humeralis
Not uncommon in either country.

Figbirds, Orioles   Oriolidae
Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
A couple seen below the restaurant deck on our final morning at Tarangire Sopa Lodge.
Mountain Oriole Oriolus percivali
Seen and heard on more than a few occasions during our morning walk on Mt Kenya.
Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus
Lake Nakuru. Having struggled to find this species all tour, we ultimately ended up with very good
views around Lake Nakuru.

Drongos   Dicruridae
Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis
Commonly encountered at most sites on the tour. 



Monarchs   Monarchidae
African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis
Rufous  morph  individuals  encountered  frequently,  one  white  morph  individual  seen  at  Lake
Nakuru.

Crows, Jays   Corvidae
Cape Crow Corvus capensis
Recorded at several sites, including the Serengeti, where we had our first sightings.
Pied Crow Corvus albus
Very commonly seen around human habitation and along roads. 
Fan-tailed Raven Corvus rhipidurus
A single individual near the entrance to Shaba.
White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis
Seen near Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge on two days. 

Fairy Flycatchers   Stenostiridae
White-tailed Blue Flycatcher Elminia albicauda
It took a little patience but we all eventually laid eyes on the active little bugger that we found
during our walk at Gibb's.
White-tailed Crested Flycatcher Elminia albonotata
Also eventually seen flitting about by all who tried, on Mt Kenya.

Tits, Chickadees   Paridae
White-bellied Tit Melaniparus albiventris
Individuals and pairs showed well on Mt Kenya and at Lake Nakuru.
Red-throated Tit Melaniparus fringillinus
Found without any trouble on our first morning in the Serengeti.
Acacia Tit Melaniparus thruppi
A handful in total in Buffalo Springs area, mostly seen coming in to recordings of Pearly.

Larks   Alaudidae
Beesley's Lark (ET) Chersomanes beesleyi
Although they didn't perform very well, a few birds did put in an appearance during our time on the
so-called 'Lark Plains'.
Fischer's Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix leucopareia
Very common in some areas and seen on more than half of the tour days. 
Pink-breasted Lark Calendulauda poecilosterna
Common in the dry central Kenyan reserves.
Foxy Lark Calendulauda alopex
First admired (?) and studied in Tarangire.
Red-winged Lark Mirafra hypermetra
Four or five seen in display and perched during our first morning drive in Buffalo Springs.
Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana
First encountered in Ngorongoro Crater, common in several areas thereafter.
Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea
Individuals seen in high display near Silale Swamp (Tarangire) caused little excitement so I was
glad to find a few on the ground in the Serengeti. Not that there was much more excitement.
White-tailed Lark Mirafra albicauda
We had several of these birds displaying near, and perching in, the road during our drive out of the
Serengeti, there is no doubt about that. Birds seen on days prior, although sounding somewhat like



Singing Bush Larks and occurring in similar habitat, have been proved to be White-tailed Larks too.
As discussed at the time, previous records and reports were no doubt a source of confusion but were
probably themselves born of confusion surrounding the two distinct populations of White-tailed
Lark.
Short-tailed Lark Pseudalaemon fremantlii
Significant numbers in the Lark Plains.
Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea
We first came across this species in the Ngorongoro Crater, where it was abundant.
Athi Short-toed Lark Calandrella athensis
Plentiful during our visit to the Lark Plains.

Bulbuls   Pycnonotidae
Dodson's Bulbul Pycnonotus dodsoni
Common in the Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.
Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor
Abundant at all locations except Shaba and Buffalo Springs where it is replaced by the above 
species.
Olive-breasted Greenbul Arizelocichla kikuyuensis
Regular sightings in forest around Mountain Lodge, Mt Kenya.
Mountain Greenbul Arizelocichla  nigriceps
After countless frustratingly brief encounters along the Ngorongoro rim, we were glad to have some
settle very close during our walk at Gibb's.
Slender-billed Greenbul Stelgidillas gracilirostris
Common and conspicuous throughout our stay at Mountain Lodge.
Yellow-whiskered Greenbul Eurillas latirostris
Good looks along the walkway between Moutain Lodge and the parking lot there.
(H) Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus
Heard (and probably seen) a few times during our Hinde's Babbler hunts.
(H) Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris
Also only heard, at Ngare Sero Lodge.
Northern Brownbul Phyllastrephus strepitans
A couple of good sightings in Buffalo Springs.
(H) Grey-olive Greenbul Phyllastrephus cerviniventris
Heard, frustratingly close, during our walk at Gibb's.
Placid Greenbul Phyllastrephus placidus
One active and noisy flock at Mt Kenya.

Swallows, Martins   Hirundinidae
Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera
Fairly common at most venues we visited, including Ngare Sero Lodge.
Grey-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo griseopyga
Brief but decent views in Ngorongoro Crater.
Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola
Many seen together with the next two species at Hippo Pools, Ngorongoro. 
Banded Martin Riparia cincta
Ngorongoro Crater (See above).
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
Seen almost daily and often in very large numbers.
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii
Common but first memorable views of a pair perched above the ablutions in Ngrorngoro.
Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula



Common throughout the tour. 
Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica
First seen, perched, at Tarangire Sopa Lodge.
Mosque Swallow Cecropis senegalensis
Only sighted on two days but one sighting of a pair coming to collect mud, along the road above
Lake Manyara, was more than satisfactory.
Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica
Great close-ups of birds at several lodges, including Ngorongoro Sopa.

Crombecs, African Warblers   Macrosphenidae
Northern Crombec Sylvietta brachyura
Amboseli and Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.
Red-faced Crombec Sylvietta whytii
Relatively common at some sites in Tanzania, including the Serengeti.

Leaf Warblers and allies   Phylloscopidae
Brown Woodland Warbler Phylloscopus umbrovirens
Two good sightings, one each from Ngrorongor and Mt Kenya.
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Unsurprisingly, given our timing, we regularly saw these migrants in wooded areas visited.

Reed Warblers and allies   Acrocephalidae
Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris
Seen by all at Hippo Pools, Ngorongoro Crater.
Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus
One of these monster warblers was seen near Samburu Lodge.
Mountain Yellow Warbler Iduna similis
One in the grounds of Ngorongor Sopa Lodge, another in forest near Mountain Lodge, Mt Kenya.
Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Iduna pallida
Decent looks at one in Amboseli and another in Tarangire.

Grassbirds and allies   Locustellidae
(H) Little Rush Warbler Bradypterus baboecala
Heard in reeds around Ngare Sero Lodge grounds. 
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler Bradypterus cinnamomeus
Poor views of one during our walk on Mt Kenya, followed by great views from the lodge viewpoint
the next morning.

Cisticolas and allies   Cisticolidae
Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops
I called in one of these  spectacular birds during our descent into the crater. Much to everyone's
absolute elation, of course.
Singing Cisticola Cisticola cantans
Another highlight of our drive down the crater walls. Definitely worth delaying our arrival in big
mammal heaven. David would agree.
Hunter's Cisticola Cisticola hunteri
Delightfully common and noisy in forest edge on Ngorongoro rim and Mt Kenya.
Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana
Common in all dry woodlands.
Boran Cisticola Cisticola bodessa
Despite regular discussions about boring birds, this one was never mentioned. I didn't notice anyone



not enjoying their scope views of the one we saw, however. And I'm sure you all remember the
detour to the Euphorbia woodland along our journey to Shaba with much fondness.
Ashy Cisticola Cisticola cinereolus
I had no trouble in getting everyone to look at the first one in Amboseli. Thereafter, I had no hope. 
Lynes's Cisticola Cisticola distinctus
Not everyone saw this species during our descent into the crater but I'm not sure how many cared.
Still, some of us were pleased.
Winding Cisticola Cisticola marginatus
Pointed out on way too many occasions in Tarangire. More or less forgotten about thereafter.
Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis
Unfortunately not named for imminent death as you might have hoped, this chunky, charismatic, 
cisticola was seen in the Serengeti and near Silale Swamp, Tarangire.
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis
Firstly barely ignored in Tarangire, where I also first failed to inflict my love for the family.
Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus
Called right in during one of our first drives in Tarangire. Gorgeous.
Pectoral-patch Cisticola Cisticola brunnescens
Common within the crater, looked at once.
Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava
Seen from the balcony at Tarangire Sopa and in the Serengeti.
Pale Prinia Prinia somalica
Seen in dry country near Samburu Lodge.
Buff-bellied Warbler Phyllolais pulchella
Showed up on many of my sessions with Pearly, in the Serengeti and in Amboseli.
Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica
A single pair spotted in roadside forest not long after our departure from Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge.
Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida
A handful of sightings from the balcony of Tarangire Sopa Lodge and a few more in the Serengeti.
Black-throated Apalis Apalis jacksoni
This very attractive Apalis was seen well from the lookout at Mountain Lodge, Mt Kenya. 
Black-headed Apalis Apalis melanocephala
Despite a lack of recent records from the area, we were able to confirm that this species does indeed
pitch up on Mt Kenya on occasion – well, I am certainly happy that I saw white tail tips, etc. Maybe
the earlier scheduling of our tour coincided with some local movements? 
Chestnut-throated Apalis Apalis porphyrolaema
Most of us had unsatisfactory views near the car park at Mountain Lodge, while some of us had
great looks from the lookout, later the same day.
Karamoja Apalis Apalis karamojae
Prolonged looks at one the Serengeti.
Grey Apalis Apalis cinerea
The most frequentlly sighted Apalis during our time on Mt Kenya.
Brown-headed Apalis Apalis alticola
A small group seen along the Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge entrance road and more seen at Gibb's.
Red-fronted Warbler Urorhipis rufifrons
Seen in dry scrub near Samburu Lodge.
Grey-capped Warbler Eminia lepida
A number of brief encounters in the Ngorongoro area were soon improved upon at Mt Kenya.
Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata
Recorded at all sites in Tanzania and a couple in Kenya.
Grey Wren-Warbler Calamonastes simplex
First seen in Amboseli, thereafter in Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.
Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis



Bumped into in the Serengeti and in Buffalo Springs.

Laughingthrushes   Leiothrichidae
Rufous Chatterer Turdoides rubiginosa
Regular around our accommodation in Buffalo Springs, as well as in the reserve.
Black-lored Babbler Turdoides sharpei
Great looks, on a handful of occasions, in the Serengeti.
Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii
A tame flock at the Tarangire entrance gate was all we needed.
Hinde's Babbler (EK) Turdoides hindei
I  was  thrilled  and surprised  at  how rapidly we located  a  flock  this  year.  I  was  not,  however,
surprised at how much work it took for everyone to get good views!
Northern Pied Babbler Turdoides hypoleuca
Daily encounters in Tarangire.

Sylviid Babblers   Sylviidae
African Hill Babbler Pseudoalcippe abyssinica
One bird showed very well during our walk on Mt Kenya.
Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis
Two sightings, including a decent one of a male near the lookout at Amboseli.
Brown Parisoma Sylvia lugens
Great views of one in a small patch of A. abyssinica on the outer edge of Ngorongoro Crater.  
Banded Parisoma Sylvia boehmi
A couple of good sightings in Tarangire.

White-eyes   Zosteropidae
Abyssinian White-eye Zosterops abyssinicus
At least two seen well near Oldupai Gorge. 
Montane White-eye Zosterops poliogastrus
Not uncommon in Ngorongoro area.
Kikuyu White-eye  (EK) Zosterops kikuyuensis
More than a handful of flocks seen around Mountain Lodge.

Starlings, Rhabdornis   Sturnidae
Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea
Almost daily in Tanzania.
Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus
Common along sections of the drive between Shaba and Lake Nakuru.
Rüppell's Starling Lamprotornis purpuroptera
Commonly found in the Serengeti.
Golden-breasted Starling Lamprotornis regius
Daily sightings in the Shaba-Buffalo Springs area. The 'Macaw Starling'!
Superb Starling Lamprotornis superbus
Superbly abundant.
Hildebrandt's Starling Lamprotornis hildebrandti
Not as common as the above species but still recorded on every day during our time in Tanzania.
Ashy Starling (ET) Lamprotornis unicolor
Common in Tarangire though only found there on our route.
Fischer's Starling Lamprotornis fischeri
Seen just outside Amboseli National Park on two days, as well as in Samburu. 
Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster



A small flock seen near the Hinde's Babbler site.
Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio
Frequently encountered around human habitation and rocky outcrops.
Waller's Starling Onychognathus walleri
Great looks at a perched flock near Mt Kenya National Park entrance gate.
Bristle-crowned Starling Onychognathus salvadorii
First seen at the restaurant in Shaba Sarova Lodge.
Sharpe's Starling Poeoptera sharpii
Numerous flocks seen around, and near to, Mountain Lodge.
Magpie Starling Speculipastor bicolor
We had one small flock of this nomadic species at Shaba.

Oxpeckers   Buphagidae
Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus
Tarangire, Ngorongoro and Serengeti only.
Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus
Very common at most venues we visited. 

Thrushes   Turdidae
African Thrush Turdus pelios
Lake Nakuru. Another of our target species found around our lodge gardens.
Bare-eyed Thrush Turdus tephronotus
Excellent views of one near Samburu Lodge.
Abyssinian Thrush Turdus abyssinicus
Regularly encountered in wooded highland areas following our first sighting during the drive to
Gibb's.

Chats, Old World Flycatchers   Muscicapidae
White-browed Scrub Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys
One popped up close to the vehicle during one of our stops near Silale Swamp, Tarangire, others
came in to Pearly in the Serengeti.
White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher Melaenornis fischeri
Common at all montane forest sites.
Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina
A handful seen in Buffalo Springs.
Pale Flycatcher Melaenornis  pallidus
As predicted, found only at Lake Nakuru.
African Grey Flycatcher Melaenornis microrhynchus
Commonly encountered, especially in drier habitats.
Silverbird Empidornis semipartitus
Several in Tarangire and Serengeti.
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata
Pleasing numbers of this declining species were seen at several sites.
African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta
Also common at all montane forest sites.
Brown-chested Alethe Pseudalethe poliocephala
One incredibly relaxed and showy individual during our walk on Mt Kenya.
Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra
Common around Ngrorongoro Sopa and Mountain Lodge.
Rüppell's Robin-Chat Cossypha semirufa
One great sighting along the walkway between Mountain Lodge and the parking lot there. 



White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini
Great views of confiding birds at Ngare Sero. Others seen in the Serengeti, at Gibb's and at Lake
Nakuru.
White-starred Robin Pogonocichla stellata
One restless but temporarily showy individual during our walk on Mt Kenya.
Spotted Palm Thrush Cichladusa guttata
Common at many sites, first encountered in Tarangire.
Common Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis
Good views of a few along the main road north of Tarangire.
African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus
Frequent in Ngorongoro area.
Mocking Cliff Chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris
One territorial pair at Baboon Cliff Viewpoint, Lake Nakuru. 
Anteater Chat Myrmecocichla aethiops
Plenty in and around the crater.
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
A few seen in Amboseli.
Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina
At least one, also in Amboseli.
Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata
Commonly found in short grasslands, like those at the bottom of the Ngorongoro Crater. 
Brown-tailed Rock Chat Oenanthe scotocerta
Successfully and swiftly tracked down in the lava fields near the Shaba entrance gate.
Mourning Wheatear Oenanthe lugens
Our first was near Lake Manyara, our last was in Lake Nakuru.

Sunbirds   Nectariniidae
Eastern Violet-backed Sunbird Anthreptes orientalis
Initial sights from Tarangire and Oldupai, the remainder all fom Shaba-Buffalo Springs area, where
pairs were almost always the first to investigate Pearl-spotted Owlet recordings.
Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris
Best views at Gibb's, where they were common.
Green-headed Sunbird Cyanomitra verticalis
Several females and two males at Gibb's.
Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea
Ngare Sero Lodge and Mt Kenya.
Amethyst Sunbird Chalcomitra amethystina
Brief sightings for some of us at Ngare Sero Lodge.
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis
Seen in all its brilliance in Tarangire and at Oldupai.
Hunter's Sunbird Chalcomitra hunteri
Regular and responsive to Pearl-spotted Owlet recordings in the Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.
Tacazze Sunbird Nectarinia tacazze
Particularly close views of a male at Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge.
Bronzy Sunbird Nectarinia kilimensis
Unforgettable views as we drank beer in the gardens of Gibb's Farm.
Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa
A few great views at Oldupai.
Golden-winged Sunbird Drepanorhynchus reichenowi
Mediocre views in Ngorongoro area, much better looks at Oldupai.
Northern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris reichenowi
A single male on our walk from Mountain Lodge.



Eastern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris mediocris
Common in all areas of montane forest.
Beautiful Sunbird Cinnyris pulchellus
A widespread and fairly common inhabitant of Acacia dominated woodland, we had our best views
in Tarangire and at Oldupai.
Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis
Great views at Tarangire, among a few other sites.
Black-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris nectarinioides
One male (thankfully!) near Samburu Lodge.
Shining Sunbird Cinnyris habessinicus
Also one male, near the Shaba National Reserve entrance gate.
Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus
A widespread species that we first found commonly in Arusha.

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches   Passeridae
White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali
Only seen in Kenya where particularly common at Amboseli.
Donaldson Smith's Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser donaldsoni
Buffalo Springs only but common there.
Rufous-tailed Weaver  (ET) Histurgops ruficauda
Endemic to Tanzania and common in most places we visited. 
Grey-capped Social Weaver Pseudonigrita arnaudi
Common around Seronera, in the Serengeti, during our tour.
Black-capped Social Weaver Pseudonigrita cabanisi
Flocks seen near their nest colonies in Samburu.
House Sparrow (I) Passer domesticus
Common around human habitation only.
Kenya Sparrow Passer rufocinctus
Small numbers at many sites, including the Serengeti.
Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus
Particularly common in Tanzania and southern Kenya.
Parrot-billed Sparrow Passer gongonensis
Several around the staff accommodation at the south-western gate at Amboseli,  abundant in the
Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.
Swahili Sparrow Passer suahelicus
Just a couple of encounters near Seronera in the Serenegti.
Chestnut Sparrow Passer eminibey
Flocks found at a number of sites, including the Serengeti. 
Yellow-spotted Petronia Gymnoris pyrgita
Seen a couple of times in the Serengeti, common in the Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.

Weavers, Widowbirds   Ploceidae
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger
Common in Tarangire.
White-headed Buffalo Weaver Dinemellia dinemelli
An attractive and abundant species that we saw on almost every day of the tour.
Speckle-fronted Weaver Sporopipes frontalis
Tarangire, Oldupai Gorge & Serengeti.
Thick-billed Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons
Arusha & Gibb's Farm. We had good sightings of both stripy females and chocolate-colored males,
sporting their massive bills and most intricate of nests. 



Baglafecht Weaver Ploceus baglafecht
The commonest of all the Ploceus weavers seen at all the higher elevation sites visited.
Little Weaver Ploceus luteolus
One male at Naabi entrance, Serengeti.
Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis
At least two males at the Hinde's Babbler site. 
Black-necked Weaver Ploceus nigricollis
A handful of encounters in Tarangire and a two in Amboseli.
Eastern Golden Weaver Ploceus subaureus
Two or three near the Tana River – our first stop for Hinde's Babbler.
Holub's Golden Weaver Ploceus xanthops
A small colony at the Cape Eagle Owl site.
Golden Palm Weaver Ploceus bojeri
Conspicuous and omnipresent around our accommodation in Buffalo Springs.
Taveta Weaver Ploceus castaneiceps
A small colony at Ngare Sero Lodge, which I ensured was one of the first birds on the list.
Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius
A few close encounters, the first of which was at the Tarangire gate, during our exit from the park.
Vitelline Masked Weaver Ploceus vitellinus
Also seen at the Tarangire gate but only during our entrance into the park!
Speke's Weaver Ploceus spekei
Aptly named the 'Bus Stop Weaver', with colonies seen along main roads in various villages.
Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus
Daily visitors to the feeder at the Samburu Simba Lodge gate.
Golden-backed Weaver Ploceus jacksoni
An active colony at 'the weir' near Seronera in the Serengeti.
Chestnut Weaver Ploceus rubiginosus
Particularly common in the Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.
Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps
Beginning with a stunning male at the gates to Shaba, we had several sightings in the three central
Kenyan reserves.
Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea
One sighting (!) of a small group, while en route to Tarangire. 
Black Bishop Euplectes gierowii
Great close-ups of a few males and females at Oldupai.
Zanzibar Red Bishop Euplectes nigroventris
A handful of cracking males together in Amboseli, thanks to Roma.
Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix
Good looks along the main road north of Tarangire, on two days.
Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis
First seen in and around Ngrorongoro Crater.
Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris
Ngorongoro Crater & Amboseli. Common on the road descending into the crater, seen in smaller
numbers at Amboseli.
White-winged Widowbird Euplectes albonotatus
A couple of flocks in Tarangire.
Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens
Flocks of flashy males females in Ngorongoro Crater
Long-tailed Widowbird Euplectes progne
First seen near Naro Moru, during our drive to Shaba.
Jackson's Widowbird Euplectes jacksoni
Also first seen near Naro Moru, in the same field as the first individual we saw of the above species.



Waxbills, Munias and allies   Estrildidae
Grey-headed Nigrita Nigrita canicapillus
Sightings on two consecutive days on Mt Kenya.
Cut-throat Finch Amadina fasciata
We had a few of sightings of this attractive little finch, most notably of which was our first one,
during our first afternoon in Shaba.
Abyssinian Crimsonwing Cryptospiza salvadorii
Great views of two, almost immediately after we left the main viewpoint on the crater rim. 
Red-throated Twinspot Hypargos niveoguttatus
Great looks at a pair in the grounds of Ngare Sero Lodge.
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala
Great looks near Lake Manyara, in Ngrorongoro Crater and in Shaba-Buffalo Springs area.
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengalus
Common during the first week of the tour, recorded only at Lake Nakuru thereafter.
Blue-capped Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus cyanocephalus
Great views in Tarangire and Serengeti.
Purple Grenadier Uraeginthus ianthinogaster
Individuals and pairs seen at a few sites, including the Serengeti and Lake Nakuru.
Yellow-bellied Waxbill Coccopygia quartinia
After countless brief encounters, many of us were thrilled to finally see one perched for a prolonged
period near Mountain Lodge.
Crimson-rumped Waxbill Estrilda rhodopyga
First seen near our accommodation in Amboseli.
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild
Just the one encounter – above the Cape Eagle Owl site.
Black-faced Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos
Good views of a couple at Naabi gate, Serengeti National Park.
Black-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda charmosyna
Rather unsatisfactory views of one in Buffalo Springs.
Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis
After seeing countless birds in flight, we were all glad to watch small flocks coming down to drink
at a small stream near Naro Moru.
African Silverbill Euodice cantans
One sighting in Shaba, another in Samburu.
Grey-headed Silverbill Odontospiza caniceps
Great views of a few, mixed in with a flock of Steel-blue Whydah.
Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata
A small group seen at the Hinde's Babbler site.
Red-backed Mannikin Lonchura nigriceps
First seen at Ngare Sero Lodge.

Indigobirds, Whydahs   Viduidae
Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata
A small flock, while en route to Tarangire, and more at the Hinde's Babbler site.
Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura
Great close-ups of a breeding male at the Hinde's Babbler site.
Steel-blue Whydah Vidua hypocherina
We were very lucky with this species, seeing individuals or flocks on no less than four occasions
and for prolonged periods! One flock in Shaba even had at least 20 individuals, many of which were
males in full splendor. 



Straw-tailed Whydah Vidua fischeri
One of the first “Wow!” sightings we had – a great male close to the car while en route to Tarangire
and in the company of the species above, among others!
Long-tailed Paradise Whydah Vidua paradisaea
As if the sighting mentioned above wasn't exciting enough, a spectacular male of this species was
there too!

Wagtails, Pipits   Motacillidae
Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava
A few in and around Ngorongoro Crater and along the road to Lake Nakuru.
Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis
Mount Kenya. Only recorded from our lodge where a number of the wagtails had taken up 
residence around the watering hole.
Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara
Good looks at a few around Ngare Sero Lodge and another at the Hinde's Babbler.
African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp
A common species, especially in lodge grounds.
Sharpe's Longclaw (EK) Macronyx sharpei
At least three on the Kinangop Plateau, found in no time at all!
Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus
One called in for great views in the Serengeti. 
Pangani Longclaw Macronyx aurantiigula
A handsome little bird that we saw well on our second and third day in Tarangire and in Amboseli.
Rosy-throated Longclaw Macronyx ameliae
Much to Dave's delight, this was one of the first birds we bumped into in the crater. 
African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus
Common in the crater, in Amboseli and along sections of the 'shortcut' we took to Lake Nakuru.
Long-billed Pipit Anthus similis
One in the Lark plains, another along the 'shortcut' to Lake Nakuru.
Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys
Also seen in the crater and Amboseli.
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis
Good views on the crater rim during our drive to the Serengeti.

Finches   Fringillidae
Oriole Finch Linurgus olivaceus
One flighty pair on the crater rim, one very relaxed male near Mountain Lodge, Mt Kenya.
Western Citril Crithagra frontalis
A couple near the Tana River and more around Mountain Lodge.
Southern Citril Crithagra hyposticta
A few sightings around the crater.
Reichenow's Seedeater Crithagra reichenowi
First seen while en route to Tarangire, at the 'whydah spot'.
White-bellied Canary Crithagra dorsostriata
Seen at a few dry-country sites, including Oldupai.
Southern Grosbeak-Canary Crithagra buchanani
Good views of this large canary in the Acacia-strewn surrounds of the Oldupai visitors' area.
Thick-billed Seedeater Crithagra burtoni
Small groups seen at Gibb's and on Mt Kenya.
Streaky Seedeater Crithagra striolata
A common inhabitant of all the montane forest sites we visited.



Yellow-crowned Canary Serinus flavivertex
We stopped for a flock of these during our drive from Buffalo Springs to Lake Nakuru.

Buntings, New World Sparrows and allies   Emberizidae
Somali Bunting Emberiza poliopleura
Seen only during our short drive through Samburu.
Golden-breasted Bunting  Emberiza flaviventris
Good views along the access road to Mountain Lodge and in Lake Nakuru National Park. 



Annotated Checklist of Mammals Recorded

Number of species recorded:  57

Cattle, Antelopes & Goats   Bovidae
Impala  Aepyceros melampus
Numerous at most of the reserves we visited.
Hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus
Ngorongoro Crater and Serengeti. 
Blue Wildebeest  Connochaetes taurinus
An interesting year in the Serengeti for this species. Having dropped their calves in February, as
they always do, their recently augmented numbers were suddenly faced with a shortage of sweet
plains to feed on, as a result of unseasonably late rains. Reports from elsewhere in the Serengeti and
as far afield as the Maasai Mara indicate that some of the herd attempted to overcome this by
migrating north far earlier than usual, only to find themselves compelled to turn south again when
the rains did fall!
We witnessed the constant streams of adults and young on this return journey and it is a spectacle
that I doubt anyone will forget in a hurry.
Tsessebe Damaliscus lunatus
Several seen in the Serengeti.
Thomson's Gazelle  Eudorcas thomsonii
Seen in many of the reserves in Tanzania and southern Kenya.
Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus
[Common Waterbuck] Kobus e. ellipsiprymnus
Tarangire, Amboseli, Shaba and Buffalo Springs. 
[Defassa Waterbuck] Kobus e. defassa
Ngorongoro Crater, Serengeti and Mount Kenya. 
Gerenuk  Litocranius walleri
Amboseli, Shaba and Buffalo Springs. 
Günther's Dikdik Madoqua guentheri
Shaba and Buffalo Springs. 
Kirk's Dikdik Madoqua kirkii
Tarangire & Serengeti. 
Grant's Gazelle  Nanger granti
Large numbers, just about everywhere.
Suni Neotragus moschatus
One seen along the walkway to Mountain Lodge on two consecutive days.
Beisa Oryx  Oryx beisa
Shaba and Buffalo Springs. 
Bohor Reedbuck  Redunca redunca
Great views in Amboseli.
African Buffalo  Syncerus caffer
Seen at almost every reserve we visited. 
Common Eland  Taurotragus oryx
First sighted in Ngorongoro Crater. 
Bushbuck  Tragelaphus scriptus
Two seen during our descent into the crater, plenty more present at the Mountain Lodge waterhole. 

Giraffes   Giraffidae
Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis



[Reticulated Giraffe] Giraffa c. reticulata
Shaba and Buffalo Springs. 
[Rothschild's Giraffe]  (I) Giraffa c. cottoni
Lake Nakuru. 
[Maasai Giraffe]  Giraffa c. tippelskirchi
Seen commonly in all of the northern Tanzanian reserves except Ngorongoro Crater. 

Hippopotamus   Hippopotamidae
Hippopotamus  Hippopotamus amphibius
Another common denizen of most of the reserves we visited.

Pigs   Suidae
Common Warthog  Phacochoerus africanus
Numerous. Seen at most savanna sites we visited.
Desert Warthog Phacochoerus  aethiopicus
Shaba and Buffalo Springs.  

Dogs & Allies   Canidae
Bat-eared Fox  Otocyon megalotis
A pair on our last morning in Tarangire and more in Ngorongoro Crater. 
Golden Jackal  Canis aureus
Several sightings at a few sites, including Ngorongoro Crater and the Serengeti.
Black-backed Jackal  Canis mesomelas
As with the above species. 

Cats   Felidae
Cheetah  Acinonyx jubatus
One lying on a termite mound in Tarangire was a nice way to begin our big cat encounters.
Serval  Leptailurus serval
A truly unexpected bonus! We were watching over the grasslands (for Marsh Owl) near the grounds
of Ol Tukai Lodge in Amboseli when one of these unusual cats was spotted nearby. 
Lion  Panthera leo
Several sightings in Tanzania reserves, including a female and cub in Tarangire, large prides (some
with small cubs) in the Serengeti and a few in Ngorongoro Crater.
Leopard  Panthera pardus
A few  sightings,  all  of  which  were  memorable  for  different  reasons;  a  female  surveying  the
Serengeti plains from a tree limb for being our first, a male devouring a wildebeest calf nearby for
being an icon of power and a rare insight into the secret lives of Leopards and a female with two
tiny cubs in  the  road and forest  just  a  few hundred meters  from Mountain Lodge for  obvious
reasons! 

Mongooses   Herpestidae
Marsh Mongoose  Atilax paludinosus
Ngorongoro Crater. A single individual was see waltzing down the road towards us after lunch quite
unaware that it was supposed to remain hidden in thick vegetation!
Slender Mongoose  Herpestes sanguinea
A scattering of brief sightings, including two in Tarangire.
Egyptian Mongoose  Herpestes ichneumon
One brief sighting of two in Lake Nakuru National Park.
Dwarf Mongoose  Helogale parvula
Small groups seen, usually near termitaria, in several reserves, including Tarangire. 



White-tailed Mongoose  Ichneumia albicauda
A rather unexpected sighting of one in broad daylight, in Ngorongoro Crater.
Banded Mongoose  Mungos mungo
Endearing packs/bands of these seen at a few sites, including Tarangire and the Serengeti. 

Hyaenas   Hyaenidae
Spotted Hyena  Crocuta crocuta
Countless individuals and encounters from just about all possible areas, including the Serengeti and
Ngorongoro Crater.
Striped Hyena  Hyaena hyaena
One very disgruntled individual in a roadside den in Buffalo Springs.

 Genets & Civets   Viverridae
Common Genet Genetta genetta
One seen briefly in the restaurant of our Buffalo Springs lodge.
Central African Large-spotted Genet Genetta maculata
Two, possibly three, individuals seen coming to the feeder at Mountain Lodge.

Old World Fruit Bats   Pteropodidae
Peters' Dwarf Epauletted Fruit Bat Micropteropus pusillus
The bats seen roosting around Serengeti Sopa Lodge appear to be this species.

Hyraxes   Procaviidae
Rock Hyrax Procavia capensis 
Larger,  darker  individuals  of  this  species  may have  been  present  in  the  hyrax  groups  seen  at
Seronera and around our lodge in Tarangire.
Bush Hyrax Heterohyrax brucei
Large numbers around the Seronera picnic site and our lodge in Tarangire. 
Eastern Tree Hyrax   Dendrohyrax arboreus
Seen (and heard) around Ngrorongoro Sopa Lodge and Mountain Lodge.

Rabbits & Hares   Leporidae
Cape Hare  Lepus capensis
The only positively identified hare/rabbit was one of this species, seen in Ngorongoro Crater.

Horses   Equidae
Plain’s Zebra Equus quagga
Numerous in all Tanzanian reserves.
Grevy's Zebra  Equus grevyi
Commonl in Shaba-Buffalo Springs area. 

Rhinoceros   Rhinocerotidae
White Rhinoceros (I) Ceratotherium simum
We had excellent roadside views of a 'crash' of these threatened species on our morning drive at
Lake Nakuru.
Black Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis
Ngorongoro Crater only. 

Old World Monkeys   Cercopithecidae
Blue Monkey Cercopithecus mitis



[Zanzibar Syke's Monkey] Cercopithecus m. albogularis
Ngare Sero, Ngorongoro and Gibb's Farm.  
[Kolb's White-collared Monkey] Cercopithecus m. kolbi
Mount Kenya only. 
Vervet (Vermin) Monkey Chlorocebus pygerythrus
Seen almost daily at almost every location on the tour, inside and around our accommodation even!
Yellow Baboon  Papio cynocephalus
Numerous at Amboseli.
Olive Baboon  Papio anubis
Seen daily at almost every location visited.
Eastern Black-and-white Colobus Colobus guereza
Several sites, including Ngare Sero and Mt Kenya.
 

Galagos   Galagidae
Northern Lesser Galago Galago senegalensis
A small group seen nightly near our rooms in Serengeti Sopa Lodge.
Thick-tailed Galago Otolemur crassicaudatus
Two adorable individuals seen coming to the feeder at Gibb's.

Elephants   Elaphantidae
African Elephant Loxodonta africana
Wonderfully common in almost all the areas we visited.

Rats & Mice   Muridae
Acacia Rat  Arvicanthis niloticus
Seen a couple of times in the grounds of Serengeti Sopa Lodge.

Squirrels   Sciuridae
Unstriped Ground Squirrel  Xerus rutilus
Abundant in Buffalo Springs. 
Huet’s Bush Squirrel  Paraxerus ochraceus
Tarangire. A few of these small squirrels were seen around our accommodation in the park.



Annotated Checklist of Reptiles & Amphibians Recorded

Helmeted Terrapin Pelomedusa subrufa
First seen at Amboseli.  
Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia
Recorded at several of the lodges. 
Common (Red-headed Rock) Agama Agama agama
First seen around our lodge in Tarangire.
Mwanza Flat-headed Agama Agama mwanzae
Common in the Serengeti.
Nile Monitor Varanus niloticus
First seen in Tarangire.  
Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus
First seen in the Serengeti.
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